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MEETING  THE  STAFF 


Mayor  Thomas  McRcynolds  was  featured  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Newsletter.  In  this  and  future  issues,  we  would 
like  to  introduce  members  of  the  Staff  of  the  Town  of  Los  Altos  Hills. 

One  of  the  more  visible  members  of  the  Staff  is  Charles  Belvin,  Maintenance  Foreman.  Charlie  has  been  work- 
ing for  the  Town  for  1  iVi  years,  longer  than  any  other  Staff  member.  He  is  responsible  for  supervising  such  jobs 
as  patching  roads;  trimming  trees;  building  and  improving  pedestrian,  equestrian,  jogging  and  bicycle  paths; 
maintaining  drainage  ditches;  removing  weeds;  making  street  signs;  obtaining  and  repairing  road  signs;  and, 
servicing  most  of  the  Town's  road  maintenance  equipment. 

In  case  of  emergencies,  such  as  mud  slides  or  fallen  trees  —  whom  does  one  call?  Charlie!  Also,  if  you  have  a 
brush  pile  and  would  like  to  have  it  "chipped"  and  taken  away,  Charlie  can  help  with  this.  For  the  sum  of 
$30.00  per  hour,  you  may  rent  the  chipper  plus  two  men  on  a  Saturday  of  your  choice  (just  call  Town  Hall  at 
941-7222). 

There  are  four  other  Maintenance  Men  who  help  Charlie  on  this  job  of  taking  care  of  55  miles  of  streets,  plus 

(continued  on  page  4) 


Maintenance  Foreman,  Charlie  Belvin  is  directing  the 
crews  maintenance  and  upgrading  of  pathway. 


Crew  Members  Manual  Ferrera,  Charlie  Belvin,  Arthur 
Mendoza,  Robert  Franklin,  and  Robert  Schwenderman 
with  town  equipment. 


FALL  CLEAN-UP  PROGRAM— SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  20, 1979. 

October  20,  1979.  Fur  ihcir  customers  only,  Los  Altos  Garbage  Company  has  sol  aside  another  weekend  day  for  the  placement  of 
large  containers  throughout  the  Town.  The  pick-up  is  scheduled  for  Saturday,  October  20,  between  the  hours  of  7:30  A.M.  and 
2.00  P.M.  (be  there  early  as  the  trucks  must  leave  by  2:00)  at  the  following  locations: 
^.   Town  Hall  Parking  Lot  4.   Altamonl  Road  al  Black  Mountain 

2.  M<igdalena  al  IS-280  5.   Page  Mill  Road  at  Arastradero  (West) 

3.  Moody  Road  al  Alt.imoiit 

I  his  IS  ,1  service  provided  ONLY  lor  uislomers  ol  Los  Altos  Gai  li.ige  Company.  Lor  liiilhei  inloimation,  call  the  Los  .Altos  (..iihage 
Conipjiiv     961-8040. 


HINTS  FROM 

THE  ENVIRONMENTAL  DESIGN  COMMITTEE  ON 

PRESERVING  THE  TOWN'S  BEAUTY  AND  PRIVACY 


HOUSES 

A  local  landscape  architect  once  said,  "A  homeowner  should  design  the  landscape  of  the  neighbor  across  the 
road  from  him  because  that  is  the  place  he  sees."  Although  this  statement  was  not  made  seriously,  the  idea  may 
have  merit  in  making  each  homeowner  aware  of  the  effect  his  home  might  have  on  those  who  view  it  from  vari- 
ous angles  and  distances.  This  concern  for  neighbors  and  passersby  would  best  occur  as  soon  as  a  home  site  is 
chosen. 

As  one  drives  through  Los  Altos  Hills  and  surrounding  rural  areas,  he  may  want  to  take  note  of  homes  that  are 
difficult  to  see.  He  will  find  that  they  blend  into  the  landscape  because  of  their  design,  color  and  landscaping.  He 
will  also  notice  other  homes  that  jolt  the  senses  as  they  stand  out  with  no  concern  for  blending  into  the  area. 
Since  its  inception,  our  Town's  hope  has  been  to  disturb  the  land  as  little  as  possible  and  to  keep  its  atmosphere 
rural.  The  limitations  of  one-acre  building  sites  and  the  slope  density  formula  have  contributed  toward  maintain- 
ing this  goal.  Ordinances  limiting  the  amount  of  soil  that  may  be  removed,  cut  or  filled  may  seem  to  be  trouble- 
some restrictions,  but  without  them  there  is  the  very  real  danger  of  mud  slides  and  flooding. 

Excessive  covering  of  the  land  with  houses,  barns,  driveways,  tennis  courts  and  swimming  pools  prevent  rain 
from  returning  to  the  soil  and  can  create  drainage  problems  in  areas  below  the  site.  With  recreation  facilities 
available  nearby,  homeowners  may  find  that  tennis  courts  and  pools  are  not  really  needed  on  their  own  land. 

Homestyles:  Town  residents  do  not  want  a  design  code  that  dictates  the  style  of  home  one  may  choose,  but  they 
do  hold  to  the  hope  that  real  consideration  will  be  given  to  how  the  design  fits  the  area.  The  low  ranch  style  home 
is  especially  popular  in  this  area  as  it  contributes  toward  the  casual  indoor-outdoor  type  of  living  and  blends  into 
hillsides.  However,  a  two-story  home  with  a  pitched  roof  can  also  blend  with  careful  planning. 

Color:  Earth  tones  of  browns  and  greens  seem  to  blend  the  house  into  its  surroundings.  Although  these  may  not 
be  one's  favorite  colors,  the  owner  may  choose  to  enjoy  the  brighter  colors  in  gardens  or  indoors. 

Roof:  A  brightly  colored  roof  may  suit  the  owner,  but  may  be  very  disturbing  to  the  neighbors  above  who  view 
it  daily  from  favorite  picture  windows  or  terraces. 

FENCES 

Before  planning  to  have  a  fence,  one  should  consider  why  a  fence  is  needed.  Is  it  to  keep  animals  and  people 
in  or  out;  to  outline  a  property  to  show  boundaries;  for  decorative  purposes  or  for  privacy  and  safety?  Unless 
there  is  a  very  real  need  for  a  fence,  a  homeowner  may  want  to  allow  his  land  to  flow  gracefully  into  the  land  of 
the  surrounding  area,  thus  allowing  the  Town  to  appear  as  a  unit  rather  than  a  patchwork  of  enclosures. 

If  a  fence  is  needed,  one  then  has  the  task  of  choosing  one  that  blends  with  the  rural  atmosphere.  There  are  a 
number  of  styles  that  do  just  that.  Growing  your  own  fence  by  planting  additional  trees  or  shrubs  also  creates 
further  beautification  of  the  natural  landscape.  Unpainted  redwood  fencing  turns  a  lovely  silver  as  it  weathers.  If 
a  wire  fence  is  needed,  planting  next  to  it  will  soften  its  appearance.  Whatever  your  fencing  needs,  it  should  be 
possible  to  meet  them  and  still  contribute  to  the  beauty  of  your  home  and  the  Town  with  careful  planning. 

LANDSCAPING 

The  retention  of  esthetic  quality  for  the  public  at  large  is  a  primary  function  of  landscaping  in  which  the  Town 
should  play  an  important  role.  For  the  benefit  of  all  its  citizens,  the  Town  endeavors  to  protect  the  scenic  views 
and  seeks  to  mitigate  the  effects  of  large,  unnatural  or  unsightly  structures.  The  General  Plan  calls  for  landscaping 
to  create  maximum  compatibility  of  development  with  the  natural  environment.  To  this  end,  the  Planning  Com- 
mission feels  that  landscaping  may  be  required  to  soften  the  impact  of  new  buildings,  swimming  pools,  tennis 
courts  or  driveways  as  seen  from  off  the  site. 

Another  function  of  landscaping  is  to  protect  the  environment.  In  regard  to  this  function,  the  Town  has  the 
responsibility,  according  to  the  General  Plan,  to  require  replanting,  where  necessary,  to  maint.iin  soil  stability,  to 
prevent  erosion  and  to  retain  esthetic  quality,  with  an  emphasis  on  native,  fire-resistant  plants. 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  HAPPENINGS 

The  October  18th  Society  Meeting  at  Town  Hall  will  feature  Mrs.  Nancy  Harvey,  weaver  of  note  from  Citrus 
Heights,  Sacramento,  who  will  present  a  program  on  Indian  weaving.  She  will  demonstrate  both  weaving  and 
carding,  show  slides  in  color  of  designs  and  discuss  the  natural  dyes  used  in  authentic  Indian  weaving.  Her  rugs 
and  hangings  will  be  on  display  and  she  will  answer  all  questions.  Interested  persons  arc  welcome  and  are  asked 
to  please  call  Irma  Goldsmith  at  948-2487  if  they  plan  to  attend  so  that  hospitality  will  be  adequate. 

The  Historical  Society  has  upgraded  and  modernized  its  filing  system  for  memorabilia  and  clippings  through 
the  purchase  of  two  four-unit  legal  size  filing  cabinets.  Since  this  system  is  easily  expandable,  it  can  accommodate 
Town  growth  and  be  efficient  to  use.  A  Sony  tape  recorder  was  also  recently  purchased  and  will  be  most  valuable 
to  record  meetings  and  tape  interviews  with  people  who  have  been  important  to  the  Town  from  its  founding 
through  its  growth  to  the  present.  Please  continue  to  send  your  information  on  street  names  as  this  is  a  great  aid 
in  properly  documenting  our  history. 

The  Society's  KingTutankhamunTouron  June  17th  for  members  and  families  had  1 14  participants.  Following 
the  enriching  tour  of  the  Tut  Treasures,  the  group  surprised  Irma  Goldsmith,  President  in  charge  of  the  tour, 
with  a  gift  of  the  lovely  Goddess  Selket.  Irma  wishes  to  sincerely  thank  everyone  for  their  wonderful  kindness 
and  cooperation.  Early  arrangements  for  tickets  and  buses  gave  a  nice  profit  which  will  be  used  for  any  needed 
historical  artifacts  or  project. 

BICYCLE  SAFETY 

Because  of  increased  bicycle  traffic,  combined  with  the  hazards  of  riding  in  the  Hills,  a  Town  Hall  staff  mem- 
ber recently  interviewed  Deputy  Don  DeBrouwer,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Santa  Clara  County  Sheriff's  Depart- 
ment Bicycle  Safety  Program. 

Included  among  the  Program's  contributors  is  the  Town  and,  therefore,  all  local  civic  groups  as  well  as  residents 
are  urged  to  make  full  use  of  the  service  provided.  Deputy  DeBrouwer  has  two  films:  one  for  kindergarten  to  3rd 
grade  age  group;  the  other  for  4th  grade  on  up.  His  schedule  for  showing  the  films  and  giving  a  brief  talk  on 
biking  rules  and  safety  is  from  8  p.m.  to  4  p.m.,  Monday  through  Thursday,  but  arrangements  may  be  made  for 
evenings  or  weekends. 

Deputy  DeBrouwer  urges  that  all  bike  owners  license  their  bikes  to  prevent  theft  and  this  can  be  done  by  con- 
tacting the  Security  Department  at  Foothill  College.  Deputy  DeBrouwer's  phone  is  299-2439.  He  hopes  that 
enough  enthusiasm  might  be  generated  to  hold  a  Bike  Rodeo  in  the  Town  this  Fall. 

CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE  SERVICES 

The  unlimited  variety  of  Los  Altos  Chamber  of  Commerce  activities  is  also  readily  available  to  Los  Altos  Hills 
residents  as  the  Town  is  a  dues-paying  member.  As  the  traditional  information  agency  of  an  area  or  community, 
the  Chamber  maintains  factual  data,  folders  and  maps;  answers  inquiries  of  all  types  (personal  interview,  tele- 
phone or  by  mail)  from  residents  or  visitors  and,  generally,  provides  a  comprehensive  local  information  source. 
To  business  prospects  and  newcomers  the  Chamber  is  the  community's  "Front  Door."  All  residents  are  encouraged 
to  make  full  use  of  their  services. 


HOW  OLD  THE  HILLS? 


As  a  county,  129  years;  Santa  Clara  County  was  one  of  the  original  27  California  counties  established 
in  1850. 

As  a  town,  23  years;  the  proposal  of  incorporation  specified  the  visicMi: 

"A  wide  and  not  over-populated  community  of  homes  in  the  country.  .  .  the  space  and  right  to 
to  keep  animals  —  rabbits,  chickens,  dogs,  sheep,  cattle  and  horses.  We  want  roads  that  are  con- 
tent to  remain  country  lanes  ...  at  least  one  acre  of  land  ...  We  would  rather  look  over  our 
neighbors'  paddocks  and,  e\'en  over  their  wectl  patches,  than  into  their  windows." 

Residents  voted  in  favor  of  incorporation  in  1956. 


MEETING  THE  STAFF  (conlinucd  from  page  1) 

the  m.iny  additional  miles  of  pathways.  They  arc:   Robert  Franklin,  Robert  Schwendcrman,  Arthur  Mendo/a 

and  Manual  Ferrcra,  Jr.  You  may  see  any  one  of  them  driving  the  tractor  on  a  job  near  your  home. 

During  the  past  several  years,  emphasis  has  been  put  on  impioving  all  Town  ro.ids.  As  a  result,  these  roads  are 
now  in  excellent  condition!  So,  with  extra  summci  help,  the  Cicw  has  been  able  to  /cro-in  on  the  pathways. 
Sixty-live  percent  ol  the  Town's  paths  have  been  improved  in  some  manner  this  summer.  One  example  of  an 
improved  path  is  the  one  that  extends  from  Jabil  Lane  to  Ravensbury  Avenue  on  Magdalcna  Avenue.  A  wide 
[■>aih,  using  crushed  rock,  has  been  created  where  once  there  was  only  a  narrow,  thorn-spotted  trail,  overgrown  in 
some  places  with  oleander  bLishes  and  weeds. 

On  occasion,  trimming  of  trees  or  bushes  that  have  overgrown  a  road  right-of-way  or  pathway  becomes  a  prob- 
lem when  residents  arc  unaware  of  the  precise  location  of  either  their  property  lines  or  the  pathway.  When  advised 
ol  this  problem,  usually  by  Charlie,  then  some  property  owners  have  asked  that  they  be  allowed  to  trim  back 
their  own  areas  while  others  prefer  to  have  the  Crew  prune  the  vegetation. 

Charlie  and  his  Crew  enjoy  their  jobs.  They  state  that  they  like  the  out-of-doors  and,  especially,  the  ruralness 
of  Los  Altos  Hills. 

REDUCE  FIRE  HAZARDS!! 

Mr.  Stu  Farwell  of  the  Los  Altos  Fire  Protection  District  has  provided  the  Town  Hall  with  handouts  which 
give  information  on  preventive  measures  for  homes  located  in  high  fire  risk  areas  where  heavy  brush  exists  and, 
where  hilly  terrain  creates  access  problems  for  fire  fighting  vehicles.  This  brochure  contains  many  common 
sense  tips  for  reducing  or  eliminating  fire  hazards  on  your  property  as  well  as  State  requirements  for  brush 
removal. 

The  following  list  of  suggested  fire  retardant  plants  is  taken  from  one  of  the  handouts  (planting  and  care 
instructions  are  in  the  booklet): 

Aeonium  Decorum  Jade  Plant  Creeping  Saltbrush  White  Rockrose  Hairy  Verba  Santa 

Cottonleaf  Small-Leafed  Ice  Plant  Gum  Rockrose  Bladder  Pod  Rose  Geranium 

Green  Lavender-Cotton  Arabian  Scurfpea  Mediterranean  Saltbush    Dwarf  Coyote  Bush 

FROM  THE  DESK  OF  THE  BUILDING  OFFICIAL 

The  Town's  new  Building  Official,  Ed  Murphy,  urges  that  all  residents  be  aware  that  building  permits  are 
needed  for: 


J.  New  Buildings  (all  kinds  &  sizes). 

2.  All  repairs,  remodeling,  additions  or  alterations  to 
existing  buildings. 

3.  Arbors  and  greenhouses. 

4.  Accessory  buildings. 

5.  Carports. 

6.  Swimming  pools,  tennis  courts,  hot  tubs  and  saunas. 

7.  Fences  over  6  feet  and  all  retaining  walls. 

8.  Stables,  barns  and  corrals. 

9.  Solar  panel  racks. 
10.  Decks  and  re-roofing. 


He  also  stresses  that  various  permits  are  needed  for 
the  following: 


1 .  Moving  of  buildings. 

2.  Model  Homes. 

3.  Gasoline  or  water  storage  tanks. 

4.  Tree  removal  in  road  rights-of-way. 

5.  Cutting  of  pavement  for  sewer  lines  or  drains. 

6.  Driveways. 

7.  Cutting  and  filling  excavations. 


NOISE  BOOKLET  AVAILABLE 

One  approach  to  unwanted  noise  involves  homeowners  themselves  dealing  directly  with  the  problems  and 
providing  mitigating  measures.  A  free  booklet  is  available,  providing  practical  "how  to"  information  about  coping 
with  unwanted  noise  by  reducing  the  intrusion  of  both  indoor  and  outdoor  noises. 

The  115-page  booklet  catalogues  specific  noise  problems  and  their  remedies.  The  booklet  is  called  "Quieting 
in  the  Home"  and  may  be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  National  Information  Center  for  Quite,  P.O.  Box  57171 
Washington,  D.C.  20037. 

WESTWIND  UPDATE 

Friends  of  Wcstwind  held  their  annual  meeting  on  August  14th  and,  effective  August  20lh,  the  new  Board  of 
Directors  assumed  office.  They  include  two  new  members  representing  community  4-H,  Ken  Ecklund  and  Jo 
Mori,  as  well  as  ongoing  members  Peter  Davis,  Nancy  Couperus,  Steve  Mc  Reynolds,  Bob  Stul/  and  Ann  Youngman. 
They  announced  that  the  upper  ring  and  c|uarter  mile  track  are  completed  and  are  being  used  daily.  Plans  arc  in 
progress  for  installation  of  the  new  lower  ring. 

I  heir  Handicapped  Program  has  been  very  successful,  climaxing  last  se.ison  with  an  overnight  campoul  on 
Rhus  Ridge  the  end  of  July.  Tin-  Piogiam  starts  again  around  the  9th  of  September  and  will  be  held  from  4  p.m. 
lo  r)  p.m.,  Ihursdays  and  Sutulays.  Volunieets  are  urgently  needed  and  are  .isked  to  call  Nancy  Couperus  at 
941-4808. 


